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Vocabulary Introduction

Directions: Six high frequency vocabulary words and/or Tier 2 words are used during the video interview with Wesley Harris. These vocabulary words will be used for several interactive lessons. Please listen to the video clip of Wesley Harris being interviewed, and read his story before completing the four student-centered activities which follow.  
Definitions
[image: image1.png]1. exceptional (adjective)- much better than average;
uncommon

2. determined (verb)- having a very strong feeling that
you are going to do something, and you are not going to
let anyone or anything stop you.

3. obvious (adjective)- easy to see or notice

4. fundamental (adjective) - forming or relating to the
most important part of something or someone.

5. persistent (adjective)- continuing to do something or
trying to do something even though it is difficult or
other people may want you to stop.

6. opportunity (noun)- a given amount of time or a
situation in which there is a chance to get something
done or accomplish something; this amount of time or
situation may be missed if it is not taken.





Activity #1: Writing Your Own Sentences

Directions: With a partner, in class, please write at least one sentence for each of the vocabulary words featured on Page #1, and use the definitions as a guide to write your own sentences.

· exceptional: 



________________________________________


________________________________________
· determined
________________________________________


________________________________________
· obvious
________________________________________


________________________________________
· fundamental
________________________________________


________________________________________
· persistent
________________________________________


________________________________________
· opportunity
________________________________________


________________________________________
Activity #2: Yes, No or Why Activity

Directions: Listed below are five situations using the vocabulary words you have learned. You must decide whether or not the word applies to the given situation. This exercise requires two steps; you must first say Yes or No, and next you must also explain why you chose your answer. 

Example:  Sarah is raising three kids as a single mother, and works two jobs to support her family. On the weekends, she takes college classes to become a pharmacy technician. Is there anything exceptional about her? Yes or No, and WHY?

“Yes, there is something very exceptional about Sarah; she is raising her kids by herself, does not receive in financial support other than the money she earns working two jobs, and she has the determination to return to school!”
1. Mark is only attending community college because his parents want him to go, and they are paying for his classes; sometimes he does not even attend all of his classes every week. Is Mark determined to get his college degree? Yes or No, and WHY?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Angelica’s house is difficult to see from the road; it is set back from the road and has lots of trees surrounding it. Tom and Jim are coming to visit for the first time. Is it going to be obvious to them where to turn? Yes or No, and WHY?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. A fundamental part of Hailey’s personality includes spending a lot of quiet time by herself. She is thinking about moving into a small house with three other roommates. Will Hailey be happy with three other people? Yes or No, and WHY?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. My father is a very persistent man; recently, he was informed that he did not pass an exam for a promotion for work. Will he study and re-take the test so he is ready the next time the position becomes available? 

Yes or No, and WHY?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Anthony wants to play basketball on a college scholarship. His mother tells him he has been accepted to join a college basketball camp with several NBA players; however, he will have to get up very early every Saturday and Sunday morning for a month. Anthony decides he can’t miss this chance and goes to the camp. Did Anthony seize the opportunity? Yes or No, and WHY?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Jennifer goes to work most days. She is absent about one day per month. Sometimes she comes in a little late, or takes some extra time at lunch, but she usually gets her work done by the end of the day. Does Jennifer have exceptional attendance at work?  Yes or No, and WHY?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Activity #3: Understanding the Story

Directions: Circle the letter of the best answer, and write the answers on the lines provided. Please refer to both the video clip and written article about Mr. Farris to answer the questions.
1. Wesley says that there was one person in his life that has always was there for him.

Who is this person?  
a. his mother, Naomia

b. his instructor at Redlands Adult School

c. his sister 

d. his best friend.

2. When Wesley found out he was a quadriplegic, he first thought was what?  
a. I am going to go to physical therapy every day until I am better.

b. immediately enrolling in adult education classes.

c. calling his best friend for support.

d. “I do not want to live anymore.”

3. When Wesley enrolled in Redlands Adult School something very important happened that made him believe he could do anything. What happened?  
a. He started meeting other people with physical disabilities.
b. He met his principal, Cherry Bordelon

c. He received his GED, and knew he was smart.

d. He started using computers
4. When Wesley received his GED, which university did he attend?
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Mr. Farris co-wrote an article with four other students. What was the very important topic of the paper?
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________

6. Wesley’s accomplishments are incredible examples of perseverance and dedication. Why do you think he was able to overcome his physical disability and achieve so much in life?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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